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VIP Prisoner

Takaya Shiomi sits cross-
legged in his 3-mat solitary
confinement cell pretty well
all day, every day.

He suffers severe lower
back and leg pains for he has
been sitting this way each
day, unable to lean against
his cell wall, since his trans-
fer to Fuchu Prison from the
Tokyo Detention House No-
vember 7, 1983, If negotia-
tions and legal action fail to
secure him better treatment
he will remain sitting in pain
until December 28, 1989,

Five and a half days a week
Shiomi, still in the Japanese
agura position, makes paper
sacks for around ¥1,600 a
month with 5 minutes off
morning and afternoon and
30 minutes at lunchtime. He
may lie down at 6 p.m.

He may go to the toilet
only during his breaks and if
he cannot hold on must beg
permission from the prison
guard,

Exercise in his cell is

A FUCHU PRISON solitary conﬁnemenl cell—no room to
swing a cat,

By Bronwen Jones

banned, and on fine weekdays
he may exercise outside 15
minutes, though conversa-
tion is forbidden. Sundays,
holidays and rainy days are
spent sitting cross-legged in
his tiny cell,

Shiomi, League of Commu-
nists Red Army Faction
chairman, is a Class 4
just one letter a month (cen-
sored, pages limited) and re-
ceive just two visits a month.
Of Fuchu's 2,400 or so pris-
oners 200 are forced loners,
though about 40 of these in-
clude the mentally or physi-
cally sick, Privileges increase
through Class 3 to 1, and in-
dividual classifications are
made by the superintendent.

Shiomi is not being

“Shiomi, League of Com-
munists Red Army Fac-
tion chairman, is a Class
4 prisoner—he is in soli-
tary confinement . . ."”

punished—though there is
fear he will disrupt prison or-
der, he has broken no rules,
say his lawyers Yuichi Kaido
and Kyoko Otani.

His charges were prepara-
tion for murder, premeditat-
ed assembly with deadly
weapons and conspiring to hi-
jack a plane. His faction was
raided while making bombs,
and the last charge stuck be
cause though he had been in
)ml 16 days when the hijack-
ing occurred, he was known
as faction leader.

Shiomi denies the charges
but will not apostasize. Al-
though prison authorities will
not admit it outright, a
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Sits In Pain

retraction of his antiestab-
lishment ideology will bring
better conditions, his lawyers
say.

The Tokyo Detention
House officer in charge said
he would be permitted to
work in the Fuchu Prison fac-
tory if he changed his think-
ing, but Shiomi answered he
would keep prison rules but
would also keep his “thought
consciousness."

Japan has a history of de-
manding apostasy, and in
prewar years a pledge of ideo-
logical retraction from polit-
ical prisoners earned better
treatment and influenced
court decisions. Even today,
prison authorities sometimes
demand a written pledge for
parole, Kaido and Otani say.

The Constitution of Ja
bans apostasy demands, but
the legal system is based on
Japanese tradition while the
constitution was written by
Americans, and it is the for-
mer that wins each time, they
pointed out.

Fuchu Prison Superinten-
dent Masayuki Hirooka gave
them the following reasons
for Shiomi’s solitary confine-
ment: he is a VIP political
prisoner likely to disrupt pris-
on order, he is not coopera-
tive, and cannot adapt to life
with others because of his
long imprisonment alone, this
last an admission of the de-
bilitating effect of prison life,
especially alone.

A new superintendent is
due to take over and Kaido
will meet him April 18 for
clarifications. If no ground is
made he says he will begin ac-
tion to sue the prison head be-
cause he believes Shiomi's
prolonged solitary confine-

ment is unlawful.

Shiomi has been fighting
for his rights since his days in
the Tokyo Detention House
where visits from son Gen,
now 16, were banned. Chil-
dren 13 years and under can-
not visit prisoners, but he
won two visits a year. Now
Gen can visit once a month in
Fuchu, and Shiomi's wife
Kazuko may also visit just
once & month,

Kaido sent letters to vari-
ous countries asking about
child prison visits, and all 11
that answered said they were
not prohibited.

Shiomi may not even keep
family photos in his cell—
they are produced by prison
officers for him to see once
every three months.

Kazuko Shiomi, & primary
school teacher, says although
a husband and wife relation-
ship is very private, every-
thing they say is noted down
in their 30-minute meetings.

Likewise, there are no

“Shiomi may not keep
family photos in his cell—
they are produced by pris-
on officers for him to see
once every three months.”

secrets between Shiomi and
his lawyers. Kaido says the
note-taking ensures the pris-
on authorities know their liti-
gation stategy well in ad-
vance and puts great pres-
sure on the prisoner when
discussing facts to establish
a plan of action.

The laws did not guarantee
privileged communication

but they were passed over 70

years ago, and as Second To-
kyo Bar Association prison
law revision committee mem-
bers he and Otani were de-
manding reforms to protect
human rights,

Last year, British, French,
Swedish, Danish, Dutch and
West German prisons were
visited and showed those in
Japan to be comparatively
backward, he said.

Long-term prisoners were
given extra freedoms to help
prevent them losing touch
with society, but in Japan,
the type of rehabilitation
prisons demanded was mere-
ly surrender to authoritarian
pressure,
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