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Judith E. Heumann

Special Advisor for International Disability Rights
U.S. Department of State
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My deepest condolences to the Japanese disability community and to the family
of Mr. Misawa. It has been a privilege for me to have known Mr. Misawa for many

years. He was respected for his work over many years. He will be missed. May

we commit ourselves to continuing his work to improve the rights of persons with

disabilities.
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Disability Awareness in Action
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Dear Friends,

The passing of a great disability activist is a great sorrow, not only to his family,
friends and colleagues, but to the worldwide family of disabled people who are
fighting for justice, rights and freedoms. As Satoru Misawa knew only too well,
the road of social change is long and hard and the barriers many and often seem
insuperable. Mr Misawa was a very gallant fighter, a great leader and did all in his
power to explode the truth of our rights in the face of all our nations.. We join you
in mourning your loss but know that his example will spur you on to further actions
and inspire you to continue the struggle. We shall overcome. Strength in Unity.

With love and affection to all my friends in Japan -Rachel Hurst.
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