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"Misaki Case": Mr. Arai's innocent case

Mr. Masao Arai was arrested as a criminal of a murder case
in which all a three membered family were killed . That occured
at Misaki in Miura city in Kanagawa prefecture in December 1871.

Although he got a wound in the head on the day arrested , and
was ordered to keep quiet by the doctor, the police severely in-
vestigated and forced him to confess. Besides the police didn't
permit him to ask for a lawyer during whole through the investiga-
tion.

The court rejected his claim of being innocent and sentenced
him to death in the first and second trial, according to his false
confession and the eyewitness's testimony. The Supreme Court
rejected his appeal and sentenced him to death in October, 1990.

He is now put in Tokyo Prison.

Mr. Masao Arai applied for a new trial to Suga branch of

Yokohama District Court in January 1991.
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Mr. Masao Arai is absolutely not the criminal of Misaki
Cace. The time when the case happened, he was sleeping in his
car and the parking place was very near to the site the case hap-
pened. When he woke up he was let to know the case, so he left

the place.
The eyewitness mistook him for another man who had left the

place. There was no material evidence to decide that Mr.Masao
Arai was the criminal.

Why Mr. Arai cant't be the criminal? ® Mr. Arai is serious-
ly handicapped in his both legs by the past traffic accident and
it was impossible for him to run upstairs and kill as many as th-
ree people. ® The size of the foot prints(25.5 or26centimeters)
left at the site didn't fit the one of his boots (27 centimeters)
he was wearing at that time . ® The kind of the edged tool seemed
to have used for the murder hasn't been specified yet. ® No blood
was noticed either on his clothes or on his car. If he had been
the criminal, his clothes could have gotten a lot of blood on it.
® His finger prints weren't found at the site. § There are a lot
of contradictions between his false confessions and the objective
facts of the murder.

The court should decide the opening of his retrial as soon
as possible.

About Mr. Arai's condition in Tokyo Prison;

Since the Supreme Court rejected his apealin 1991, he has
been allowd to communicate only with his family and his lawyers.
He is permitted to see his layers only for thirty minutes under
the watch by the prison guard. When he send a letter to his
lawyers, he must show his draft in advance. His draft often blot-
ted out and he is orderd to rewrite it, then after the permission,
he can send it. ‘

Mr. Arai asked the director of Tokyo Prison to permit him
to communicate with the members of his relief party because it was
very necessary for his retrial, but that wasn't permitted without
explanation.

The communication with others is the necessity for his re-
trial. The director of Tokyo Prison immediately should abolish
the barrier against the communication.

We sincerly hope the early existence of the followings:

Mr. Arai will be declared not guilty, will be released from the
death sentence, will be able to live with his family peacefuly.

July 1892
Mr. Masao Arai's Relief Party
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